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Joseph Campbell :“Just to the west of Lourdes, in the Pyrenees, is a little place called 
St-Pé-d’Ardet, where we have this monument. Now the date is the Roman Period, first 
century A.D. And what it says is “Lexeia Odanni filia. Artehe vslm,” “Lexeia the 
daughter of Odan, thus acquires merit through her dedicated vows to Artehe.” This is 
something that was discovered about ten years ago by a man who was at that time 
teaching in Santa Barbara named Charles Musès. And what it shows is that already in 
the period of Roman Europe, Arthur was revered as a God. He was originally a Celtic 
God, and the place where we find him revered is all the way down here in the Pyrenees, 
a couple of miles from Lourdes. And the name “Artehe” (Artus, Arthur), is related to 
Artemis, Arcturus; now all of these are related to the deity, the bear. And the bear is the 
oldest worshipped deity in the world. We have bear shrines going back to Neanderthal 
times in just this part of the world from perhaps 1000 B.C. So this is a bear god; the 
valley, and the river here, running by where Lourdes is, is called The River of the Bear 
(the Ourse). This is the God Arthur. I think I can make a very good point here that Lake 
Geneva is therefore the source of the whole idea associated with King Arthur’s 
departure on a boat after his death to the Isle of the Golden Apples, the Isle of Avalon. 
The word Avalon is the Celtic word for apple. Musès makes a very good point: these 
traditions which in our literature are associated with Britain, in the pre-literate period 
are associated with the Celtic sense of the La Tène culture in the middle of France.” 

 

•  		



Artaius is a
Celtic epithet[1] applied to the Roman god Mercury during 
the Romano-Celtic period. It is known from a single 
inscription from Beaucroissant in the Isère: 
MERCVRIO 
AVG ARTAIO 
SACR 
SEX GEMINIVS 
CVPITVS 
EX VOTO[2] 

"To the august Mercury Artaius, Sextus Geminius Cupitus (has 
dedicated this) sacred (stone) in fulfillment of a vow." 









Arthur in the Early Welsh Tradition  
•  Aneirin, The Gododdin (13th c. copies): 6th century Battle of 

Catraeth; “Elegy for Owain” 
•  The Black Book of Carmarthen (9th-10th c.): “Stanzas of the 

Graves” (Arthur, Gawain, Geraint); Dialogue of Arthur and 
Glewlwyd (Celtic deities like Manawydan son of Llyr) 

•  Book of Taliesin (12th/13th c.): Preiddau Annwn (The Spoils of 
Annwn); “Song of the Horses”; Cad Goddau (“The Battle of the 
Trees”); Cadair Teyron (“Teyrnon’s Song”); Marwnat Vythyr 
Pen (Elegy for Uthr Pendragon) 

•  Triads of the Island of Britain (13th-15th c. copies): 40 mention 
Arthur; 3 Gwenhwyfars; Drystan son of Tallwch and Essylt 
(Tristan and Isolde); Arthur imprisoned 3 nights in Caer Oeth, 3 
by Gwen Pendragon, 3 under Stone of Echemaint (Faber) 

•  The Twenty-Four Knights of Arthur’s Court (15th c. copy): eight 
groups of three 

	
	
	



Arthur in the Early Welsh Tradition  
•  “The Conversation of Melwas and Gwenhwyfar” (16th/17th 

c. copies 1150 original): Abduction of Guenevere parallels 
with Chrétien’s “Knight of the Cart” 

•  “The Conversation of Arthur and the Eagle” (14th/15th c.): 
spiritual instruction from deceased nephew 

•  The Book of Taliesin: The Spoils of Annwn 

•  http://d.lib.rochester.edu/camelot/text/preiddeu-annwn  
 



Arthur in the Latin Chronicles 
•  Gildas, On the Downfall and Conquest of Britain (c.547): 

Saxons drive the Britons into Wales and Cornwall. 
Ambrosius Aurelianus rallies the Britons at Mount Badon. 

•  Bede, Ecclesiastical History of the English Nation (731): 
repeats Gildas, Battle of Mount Badon dated 493. 

•  Nennius (Welshman), The History of the Britons (800): 
Welsh sources for 12 Battles. Cabal Stone (Arthur’s dog’s 
footprints on boar hunt). Tomb of Arthur on Mt. Anir in 
Ercing. 

•  The Annals of Cambria (Wales) (900s): dates the battles 
with final catastrophe with deaths of Arthur and Modred. 

•  The Legend of St. Goeznovius (1019): Britain and Brittany 

 



Arthur in the Latin Chronicles 
•  William of Malmesbury, The Deeds of the English Kings 

(1125): Arthur, Tomb of Gawain 
•  Geoffrey of Monmouth, History of the Kings of England 

(1136): see below 
•  Giraldus Cambrensis (Norman Welsh), Instruction of 

Princes (1190s): cites Henry II and Welsh Bard for stories 
of Arthur’s tomb (in Glastonbury, the Island of Avalon, or 
Glass Isle), buried with Guenevere. Morgan La Fay. 



Anglo-Norman to the War of the Roses  
•  Geoffrey of Monmouth: Historia Regum Britanniae 1136 

Latin. Takes legends of Arthur to create national epic of the 
Anglo-Welsh-Norman-Breton empire of Henry I-II 

•  Wace: Brut 1175 translation of Geoffrey into French 
couplets. Won advancement from Henry II at Bayeux. 
Round Table.  

•  Layamon 1205 translates Wace into Middle English 
alliterative epic. Arthur taken to Avalon by Morgana 

•   Alliterative Morte d’Arthure (Thornton Manuscript) 

•   Le Morte Darthur (Sir Thomas Malory): 1485 
 



Geoffrey of Monmouth  
	
	
 



•  “Geoffrey Arthur” born in Monmouth (eastern Wales) 1129-1151 
lived near Oxford, 1152 consecrated Bishop of Asaph’s (northern 
Wales), died 1155  

•  Weaving together of Celtic lore from Welsh and Briton sources 
and the Latin histories of Gildas and Bede  

•  Merlin interprets huge star, one ray in shape of a dragon, two 
beams from its mouth, one towards Gaul, other forming 7 rays 
over Irish Sea: Aurelius Ambrosius dead, Uther and his son to be 
born (Arthur) 

•  Uther crowned and named “Pendragon” after the two dragons of 
gold he has made  

•  During Coronation ceremony in London falls in love with 
Igerna, wife of Gorlois of Cornwall 

•  Uther conspires with Merlin to enter castle of Tintagel in the 
shape of Gorlois, and to conceive Arthur with Igerna, on the 
same night the real Gorlois is slain; second child Anna born 

•  After repelling the Saxons with help of the Briton Lords, 
proceeds to conquer Irish, Picts, Scots, then Gotland, Norway, 
Orkneys, and Gaul (Paris, Poitou, Normandy, Anjou, etc.) 



•  During grand coronation ceremony and process, 
embassy from Rome on behalf of Lucius Hiberius 
demands tribute 

  
•  Arthur organizes vast armies from the British and the 6 

Islands and the Duchies of Gaul that he has conquered 
to fight and eventually defeat the Roman Army, 
comprised of the Kings of the East (Greeks, Africans, 
Spanish, Parthians, Eyptians, Medeans, Itrureans, 
Bithynians, Babylonians, Syrians, Boeotians, Cretans) 

  
•  Conspiracy of Modred and Guinevere and last battle: 

Guinevere flees to convent, Modred slain, Arthur 
mortally wounded and carried to Avalon so that his 
wounds might be healed, in 542 



Wace, Roman de Brut 
 



•  Norman born c.1110 educated Caen and Paris, French 
octosyllabic couplets, Round Table; poem presented to 
Eleanor of Aquitaine (d. 1204), wife of Henry II (d. 1189) 

  
•  Vortigern conspires with Saxons and forces Aurelius 

Ambrosius and Uther to flee to Brittany 
  
•  Vortigern attempts to build tower on Mt. Snowden; it crumbles 

every night, and sages say he needs to mix Merlin’s blood 
with the mortar in order to build it 

  
•  Story of Merlin’s birth: a nun, daughter of King of Demetria, 

and a phantom spirit, part human and part celestial, territory 
the air, home the earth 

  
•  Merlin instructs Vortigern to empty a pool beneath the tower, 

at bottom; red and white dragons fighting (Saxons and native 
lords dispossessed by him) 



•  Prophecy that Aurelius will be first king, followed by Uther 
Pendragon his brother, and future father of Arthur in Cornwall 

  
•  Merlin builds Stonehenge from stones taken from Ireland to 

Ambresbury: called the Giant’s Carol by the Welsh Britons, 
“Hanging Rocks” by French 

  
•  Aurelius poisoned and carried to Stonehenge; Uther’s vision of 

Comet with one ray forming a dragon with two beams from its 
jaws (one over France to the Alps; the other towards Ireland in 
seven rays) 

  
•  Merlin’s interpretation: dragon is Uther; ray to the east his son 

Arthur; ray to the west his daughter Anna, who will marry the King 
of Scotland 

  
•  Aurelius buried inside the Giant’s Carol; Uther’s coronation as 

Pendragon and lust for Igerna, wife of Gorlois, King of Cornwall; 
Merlin’s magic: conception of Arthur, death of Gorlois 



•  Uther given cup from poison well, dies, buried beside 
Aurelius at Stonehenge 

  
•  Arthur crowned and invested: Excalibur (forged on 

Avalon); golden helmet with dragon crest; Pridwen (his 
shield with image of Our Lady St. Mary); stiff lance 
called Ron 

  
•  Wins Battle of Bath; rescues Hoel of Brittany in 

Scotland; gives Lothian to King Lot who has married 
his sister Anna and fathered Gawain; marries 
Guinevere; creates Round Table 

  
•  Defeats Roman Emperor Lucius Hiberius; mortally 

wounded by Mordred; carried to Avalon in 542, while 
Britons await his return: “yes, he will live again” 



) 







Layamon, Brut (“The Death of Arthur) 
  

And ich wulle uaren to Aualun; to uairest alre maidene. 
to Argante þere quene; aluen swiðe sceone. 

& heo s[c]al mine wunden; makien alle isunde. 
al hal me makien; mid haleweiȝe drenchen. 

And seoðe ich cumen wulle. to mine kineriche. 
and wunien mid Brutten; mid muchelere wunne. 

Æfne þan worden; þer com of se wenden. 
þat wes an sceort bat liðen; sceouen mid vðen.  
and twa wimmen þer-inne. wunderliche idihte; 

and heo nomen Arður anan; and aneouste hine uereden. 
and softe hine adun leiden; & forð gunnen liðen. 
Þa wes hit iwurðen; þat Merlin seide whilen. 
þat weore uni-mete care; of Arðures forð-fare. 

Bruttes ileueð ȝete; þat he bon on liue. 
and wunnien in Aualun; mid fairest alre aluen. 

and lokieð euere Bruttes ȝete; whan Arður cumen liðe. 
Nis nauer þe mon iboren; of nauer nane burde icoren.  

þe cunne of þan soðe; of Arðure sugen mare. 
Bute while wes an witeȝe; Mærlin ihate. 

he bodede mid worde; his quiðes weoren soðe. 
þat an Arður sculde ȝete; cum Anglen to fulste. 



•  Wace and Celtic myth and folklore from local sources in the 
archaic, heroic style of Anglo-Saxon alliterative verse 

  
•  Defeat of Romans, messenger arrives in Burgundy with news 

of Modred’s conspiracy 
  
•  Arthur’s dreadful dream: ruined hall, wounding of Arthur and 

Gawain, killing of Mordred and dismemberment of 
Guinevere, wandering alone in woods and moors, gryphins, 
grisly birds, golden lioness carries him into the sea, fish 
returns him to land 

  
•  Return to England after two weeks of waiting; last battle at 

Camelford in Cornwall with Mordred; Dying Arthur describes 
his journey to Avalon, prophecy of healing and return, 
departure on boat with two women, the loveliest of fays 



“Alliterative Morte Arthure” 
 

	Now grete glorious God   through grace of Himselven 
And the precious prayer   of his pris Moder 
Sheld us fro shamesdeede  and sinful workes 
And give us grace to guie   and govern us here 
In this wretched world   through virtuous living, 
That we may kaire til his court,  the kingdom of heven 
When our soules shall part  and sunder fro the body 
Ever to beld and to bide   in bliss with Himselven; 
And wisse me to warp out  some word at this time 
That nother void be ne vain  but worship til Himselven 
Plesand and profitable    to the pople that them heres. 
  

Old English Alliterative Revival: 4 stresses per line, at least 2 
alliterated; Thornton manuscript in Lincoln Cathedral Library 

(MS 91, folios 53-98) 
	





•  Political heroism of the warrior more akin to Beowulf, the Iliad, Song of 
Roland epic than the romances: ghastliness of combat vs. enchantment of 
fairy world 

  
•  Most complex Arthur in all of literature: tragic hero’s rise and fall driven by 

hubris; “pyramid” structure with parallel passages (Arthur’s two dreams) 
  
•  1st Dream after departure to challenge Emperor Lucius Tiberius (oneiric 

night-sea journey): dragon vs. bear, interpreted by 2 sages wisest in the 7 
studies as Arthur and his enemy (tyrant or giant) that he will defeat alone 

  
•  Land at Barfleur in Normandy; Giant of Genoa devouring its population, 

abducting Duchess of Brittany (Guinevere’s cousin), his lair on the ridge of 
the crag by the cold river, with gold, florins, and fated folk 

  
•  Gorgeous investiture scene with helmet from Basel (900-19) and scaling of 

chasm to crest: Giant between two fires, cauldron full of christened children, 
maidens turning the spits, fair lady lifeless in the dust: Fiend, Devil killed 

 
•  Arthur splits Giant’s skull, castrates, disembowels, and finally decapitates 

him, falling down crag to strand (Arthur’s ribs broken in final embrace)  
  



•  Detailed description of Giant as composite chimera: body 
parts toad, hawk, houndfish, flounder, bear, sea-hog, bull, 
skunk, swine (see Chrétien’s giant) 

  
•  Ironic Homeric simile comparing Giant to Saint (1162f.); 

Giant’s head carried to King Howell then Barfleur to be put 
on parapet; Arthur retrieves shield and the club that killed 
many Christians on the Breton coast 

  
•  Returns to court: “Never was realm in disarray so readily set 

right” (redemption of political waste land); distributes 
treasure, builds church and convent on St. Michael’s Mount 











•  Detailed, strategic battle with Emperor Lucius Iberius 
ends with “tax and tribute” sent to Rome (the coffins of 
the Roman dead), followed by siege of Metz and 
emissary from Pope offering Arthur imperial crown 

  
•  Arthur’s 2nd Dream of the Wheel of Fortune and the Fall 

of Princes (the 9 Worthies followed by visions of the 
future: Charlemagne and Godefroy) 

  
•  Wild woods with beasts to Elysian meadow to which 

Lady of the Wheel of Fortune descends and reveals the 
fate of the 9 Kings, crowns Arthur, dips her cup into 
well full of wine—and then turns horrific at Midday and 
Arthur is shattered by the Wheel 

  
•  Dream interpreted by his sages who identify the 

“noblest nine” advise him to prepare for his death 









•  Ornate investiture before Arthur rides off alone into the woods and encounters a 
pilgrim on the Way to Saint James of Compostella: it is Sir Cradok who tells him 
about Mordred’s conspiracy at home, marriage to Guinevere, and ambush laid for 
Arthur at Southampton 

  
•  Arthur returns, defeating Mordred’s heathen allies in a sea battle, followed by his 

engagement on land with Mordred and his minions from Gotland, Denmark, 
Lithuainia, plus Saracens, Hirelings from “all sorts of lands” 

  
•  Gawain’s beautiful speech evoking “endless bliss” for his warriors after death, in the 

company of angels, prophets, patriarchs, apostles, “our Savior … that peerless 
Prince above all,” all in the presence of “that glorious Face that fashioned us 
all” (3795f.) 

  
•  Berzerker “frenzy” of Gawain (3825-38), murder by Mordred, who departs 

overcome by remorse 
  
•  Arthur arrives, surveys the carnage of the battlefield, laments the loss of Gawain, 

then last grisly battle with Mordred (Caliburn vs. Clarent—both his swords) 
  
•  Taken to Glastonbury, the Isle of Avalon, to die and be buried, bequeathing his 

kingdom to Constantine, ordering the killing of all Mordred’s children, and 
forgiving Guinevere 

  
•  His lineage traced back to Hector and Priam of Troy 



Sir Thomas Malory, Le Morte Darthur 
 





•  1468-70 while in prison during the War of the Roses: 
synthesizes histories, chronicles, romances in French 
and English, bringing together all the plot-threads of 
Arthurian tradition: 

  
•  Rise and fall of Arthur, individual adventures (Lancelot, 

Gawain, Tristram, etc.), machinations of Merlin, 
manipulations of Mordred, adultery of Guinvere, quest 
for the Holy Grail 

  
•  Begins as celebration of chivalric values and turns 

towards the failure of a noble endeavor 
  
•  Caxton printing of 1485 edits and restructures the 

original text, more closely approximated by the 
manuscript discovered at Winchester College in Oxford 
in 1934 













“The Sword in the Stone”: 
  
•  Merlin and Archbishop of Canterbury assemble all the feuding 

lords after the death of Uther to Christmas Mass at St. Paul’s, when 
sword in the stone appears 

  
•  Sir Ector, Kay, and Arthur come to the tournament on New Year’s 

Day, and Arthur sent to retrieve Kay’s sword, bring the sword in the 
stone instead 

  
•  Ector tells Arthur he is not his father, and that Arthur was given to 

him by Merlin; asks that Kay be his seneschal when he is King 
  
•  Arthur draws the sword from the stone 6 times: twice with Ector 

and Kay, 3rd time on 12th day of Christmas, 4th time at Candlemas, 
5th time at Easter, 6th time at Pentecost 

  
•  Coronation and brief mention of conquests of the North, Scotland, 

and Wales 









































 “Dreams, Last Battle, and Death”: 
  
•  After battle at Barham Down, Mordred retreats to Canterbury, and next 

battle set for Monday after Trinity Sunday on a down by Salisbury, near the 
sea (Civil War: those from Kent, Surrey, Essex, Sussex, Norfolk all on 
Modred’s side) 

  
•  Arthur’s 2 dreams on night of Trinity Sunday: 1st of chair fastened to a 

wheel on a platform, looking down into hideous, deep, black water crawling 
with serpents, worms, and wild beasts, into which he is plunged when the 
wheel turns upside down 

•    
•  2nd dream of the dead Gawain and many fair ladies he fought for, foretelling 

Arthur’s death if he fights the next day, and advising him to put the battle off 
for a month until Lancelot comes 

  
•  Arthur meets Mordred between two armies, which attack after a knight 

raises his sword to kill an asp that bit him in the foot 
  
•  Horrific battle and grisly killing of Mordred, impaled by Arthur’s spear all 

the way through the back, hauling himself up to the burr of the spear, and 
striking Arthur in the head (see Excalibur) 

 



•  Bedivere and Lucan carry Arthur to chapel by the sea, 
and Lucan dies after he faints and his guts spill out 

  
•  Arthur commands Bedivere to throw Excalibur into the 

nearby lake (3rd time hand rises up) 
  
•  Bedivere carries Arthur to shore where a barge waits 

with many fair ladies and a queen, all wearing black 
hoods, weeping and shrieking; 3 ladies take Arthur, who 
lays his head down in one of their laps 

  
•  Barge departs as Arthur says he is going to the vale of 

Avalon to be healed; Bedivere wanders off to hermitage 
and chapel with newly made tomb for Arthur, brought 
there at midnight by the host of fair ladies; Bedivere 
remains at hermitage to fast and pray 



•  Malory concludes with uncertainty about Arthur’s death, but 
identifies the 3 Queens (sister Morgan le Fay, Queen of North 
Wales, Queen of the Waste Lands), accompanied by a 4th 
(Dame Nyneve, chief Lady of the Lake, bride of Sir Pelleas) 

  
•  Says the ladies brought him to his grave at the hermitage, and 

that “such a one was buried there,” but that the hermit “did not 
know for a certainty that it was truly the body of King Arthur” 

  
•  Mentions belief that Arthur is not dead, but that he “came into 

a different place” by the will of Jesus, and that he will come 
again to recover the Holy Lands for Christendom 

  
•  He himself will “not say so,” only that “in this world, he 

changed his life,” and that the famous verse is written on his 
tomb: “rex quondam rexque futurus” 












































