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• 11th c. Brittany ruled by one family: Ginguené (Archbishop of Dol-de-Bretagne) and his 
brother Rivallon (First Lord of Combourg, and “Standard Bearer of St. Samson,” born in 
Wales)
• Rivallon opposed Conan II, Duke of Brittany, and appealed to Guillaume of Normandy, 

whom he accompanied to Battle of Hastings in 1066, along with Breton knights
• Hence Guihénoc of Dol given fiefdom of Monmouth, and founded the priory of Saint 

Florent there, while his brother Baderon founded the priory of Saint Florent de Brégain
near Dol
• Rivallon had three sons: Guillaume (Abbot of Saint Florent de Saumur), Jean 

(Archbishop of Dol, founder of Saint Florent-sous-Dol); Guilden (relics in Chartres)
• Priory of Saint Florent de Monmouth therefore dependent on Saint Florent de Saumur, 

where Guillaume, son of Rivallon was Abbot
• Hence the Breton and Welsh towns linked for several generations: grandson of Baderon

(also named Baderon) and Geoffrey of Monmouth each born around 1100
• Clerics of Saint Florent on both sides of the Channel (Monmouth, Brégain at La 

Boussac, Saint Florent-sous-Dol, and Saint Florent de Saumur) connected by family, 
region and cultural exchanges















• Geoffrey of Monmouth introduced Arthurian legends for the 1st time in The 
History of the Kings of Britain (c.1136) and The Life of Merlin (1148)
• Both inspired by Welsh and Amorican tales (La Matière de Bretagne)
• In the History, Arthur goes to rescue Helen, niece of the King of Armorica, 

daughter of Duke Hoel, held prisoner by a giant on the summit the smaller hill 
near Mt. St. Michelle
• Sees fires on the summit, and defeats the giant (gobbling up pigs by the fire), but

it is too late: her tomb is there on the islet of Tombelaine, just north of Mt. St. 
Michelle
• Later, Tombelaine will become Avalon, the island of the 9 druidesses, Morgane the 

eldest who will heal Arthur when he is brought there after the last battle
• Also in the History, Saint Samson (1st Bishop of Dol, born in Wales 480, d. 565) 

appears as a contemporary of Arthur (d. 542); Samson akin to Merlin















• During Geoffrey’s time the legend of the Grail 1st appears in the writings of 
Baudry de Bourgueil, archbishop of Dol (b. 1045; d. 1130)
• In his Chronique de Dol Saint Budoc (3rd bishop of Dol and also of Irish or Welsh 

origins) who lived in the 6th c. (that of Arthur and Merlin) was said to have
brought back from Jerusalem a cup and a platter used at the Last Supper
• That cup (which would become the Grail in Chrétien and Robert de Boron) would 

have been installed at Dol-de-Bretagne
• Baudry also wrote a letter in 1120 to the monks of Fécamp regarding a vial 

containing the blood of Christ
• The discovery of this vial of blood involves a man named Henri de Sully, second 

cousin of Henry II of England, who would become the Abbot of Glastonbury
• He was said to have discovered the vial of blood in a column of the abbatial 

church of Fécamp after a fire in 1171
• Similarly, after a fire destroyed Glastonbury Abbey in 1184, Henri de Sully 

“discovered” the tombs of Arthur and Guinevere, fueling pilgrimages at both 
places during a time when “relics” commonly appeared (such as the relics of Mary 
Magdalene at Vézelay



Lancelot du Lac and Brittany

• Best known from the Prose Lancelot of the early 13th c. also called the Lancelot-
Grail cycle
• Unlike the other Knights of the Round Table, Lancelot was born in the the 

Marches of Brittany, a line of fortifications (Vitré, Fougères, Combourg) 
defending Brittany from France and the Normans
• Lancelot’s father, Ban of Benoit died while watching his Château burn down from 

a hill nearby under the care of Viviane, the Lady of the Lake, who then takes 
Lancelot to Arthur’s court across the channel
• That hill top thought to be the Druid site called the Landes de Riniac, 3km from

Combourg, and 12 km from Cöetquen, named after the family that owned the 
Château for several generations
• The Cöetquen’s coat-of-arms is on Lancelot’s shield, and on the ceiling of the hall 

of the Château, and in its chapel
• Les Enfances of the 13th c. also describes this coat-of-arms and provides a precise 

account of the journey from the fief of Cöetquen to Combourg















Brocéliande



• “The Fontaine de Barenton is found there, but there’s no shortage of springs in 
Brittany, and each Brocéliande (Breton or Normand) has its Barenton!”
• In Arthurian literature it is near the sea, as in the Welsh story of Owein: Le Conte

de la Dame et la Fontaine
• A 19th c. judge proposed the forest of Paimpont as the site, and the poet Blanchard 

de la Musse put the pieces together to create the legend
• In 1812 Creuzé de Lesser published a poem called The Knights of the Round 

Table, featuring the Valley of No Return where Morgan imprisons faithless lovers 
until they are rescued by Lancelot
• In 1824 Blanchard de la Musse, a native of Montfort-sur-Meu, misinterpreted the

name MELIADUS in that poem as referring to a river flowing through the Valley 
of No Return to the tombs of Merlin and Vivien at the source of the Mel
• Problem is that the name refers to a Knight, and that there are no caves in 

Paimpont, so Blanchard substitutes a megalithic stone to be found there
• Then, after the construction of a factory, the Valley was moved to the west of

Paimpont, in the commune of Tréhorenteuc, where, in the 20th c. Abbé Gillard 
transformed the parish church into a temple of the Grail









• Contrary view proposed by François-René de Chateaubriand, born in St. Malo, 
went to college school in Dol, and spent his adolescence at the Château de 
Combourg
• In his Romantic classic, Memoires d’Outre Tomb, he wrote that “From the 12th

century the cantons of Fougères, Rennes, Bécherel, Dinan, St. Malo and Dol were 
occupied by the forest of Brécheliant,” which he associated with Bécherel near 
Combourg
• Hence in these forests one will find “the feudal motte of Lancelot, a megalithic

covered passage grave called the Fairies’ House, a Roman military bourne and 
many other curiosities with the flavor of legend” (27)









Mont Dol and Perceval



• Mont Doloreux of the Arthurian cycles, christianized in the 6th c. by Saint Samson, one 
of the first dedicated to St. Michael, replacing Jupiter, Mithras, and Diana
• 1158 archbishop of Dol gave chapel of St. Michel to the Benedictines, constructed on the 

base of a temple to Diana, where bulls and white stags were sacrificed
• Two taurobolic altars on Mont Dol serving Diana and Mithras
• Merlin sometimes appears in the form of the White Stag, and he placed a column and a 

cross on the summit of Mont Dol destined to greet Percival
• Column now in the Chapel, the site where Perceval tied his horse on his last stop before 

finding the Grail
• He was greeted by the daughter of Merlin, the Demoiselle du Grand Puis (Damsel of the

Great Wells)—a spring rises to form a pool on the summit
• From there Percival rejoins the Fisher King in the Waste Land (Terre Gâte) on the banks 

of the Sélune river, bordered by towns like Saint-Laurent-de-Terregate and Saint-Aubin-
de-Terregate
• Same route as Yvain, following the sources of the Sélune to the Fontaine de L’Air

S’ouvre near Barenton in Normandy
• Here at Mont Dol that Viviane finally imprisoned Merlin in a cave on the north flank












